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which had been overhanging the Far Eastern quarter of the Eurasian
Continent since the autumn of 1931. And a passage from a Latin poet,
which has been quoted in an earlier volume of this Survey in reference
to the political situation in the Pacific at the close of the year 1924,
is still more apt as an image of the situation as it had come to be now,
some nine years later.
Usque adeo taetr& nimborum nocte coorta
Impendent atrae formidinis ora superne
Cum commoliri tempestas fulmina coeptat.1
(vii) The Philippine Islands and the United States
(a) introductory
In a previous volume,2 some account has been given of the Ameri-
can regime in the Philippine Islands during the post-war period down
to the latter part of the year 1927, and of the general political,
economic, and social situation arising from an American connexion
which, by that year, was nearly thirty years old. In the present
chapter the narrative of events is carried down to the acceptance
by the Philippine Legislature of a Bill which had been enacted by
the President and Congress of the United States, and which provided
for the eventual independence of this dominion of the United States
within a period which, by the terms of the Act, would be longer than
one decade but, in all probability, considerably shorter than two.
Moreover, the Act of 1934 provided further—this being its chief point
of difference, as will appear, from the abortive Act of 1932-3—that,
if and when the status of independence contemplated in the Act were
duly acquired by the Filipinos, the United States should thereupon
relinquish all military bases in Philippine territory and should enter
into negotiations for the ultimate settlement of the question of naval
bases.
In view of the general change in the international situation in the
Pacific and the Far East, following upon the Japanese outbreak of
the 18th-19th September, 1931, and its sequel,3 the passage of this
piece of legislation at Washington was clearly of the highest inter-
national interest and importance, notwithstanding the fact that it
was not to take immediate effect.
1 Lucretius: De Eerum Naturd, Book vi, 11. 253-5, quoted in the Survey for
1924, p. 157.	2 The Survey for 1926, pp. 405-38.
3 See the Survey for 1931, Part IV, section (iii) (6), and the Survey for 1932,
Part V, section (iv).

